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A Night Of Gratitude And 
Giving At The 10th Annual 
SMB Foundation Gala 
The Millstadt community gathered for an unforgettable evening 
at the 10th Annual Sandra M. Bereitschaft Foundation Gala, held 
at the Millstadt VFW Post. The event was a beautiful celebration 
of generosity, remembrance, and community impact, all 
wrapped in the patriotic theme of celebrating America’s 250th 
Anniversary. 
Chairpersons of the evening, Karen Witte and Marlou Eckert 
created a warm and welcoming atmosphere with stunning décor 
and a thoughtfully planned menu.  
Jamie Bereitschaft, daughter of Sandra M. Bereitschaft, shared 
heartfelt reflections on what the Meals on Wheels program 
meant to her mother and how she continues to support and 
believe in the program today, carrying on her mother’s legacy 
with love and purpose. 
Dinner was catered by Roy-L Catering and featured a delicious 
selection of beef brisket, lemon chicken, and glazed carrots, 
followed by a dessert buffet filled with tempting cakes. 
The Sandra M. Bereitschaft Foundation has been incredibly good 
to Millstadt Township Senior Services, and we are deeply 
grateful for their continued belief in our mission. Patty Evansco, 
Director of Senior Services, extended a very special thank you to 
the Foundation for their steadfast partnership since its founding 
on July 11, 2014. 
Since that time, the Foundation has awarded $138,000 in grants, 
helping purchase 242,151 Oliver meal containers, essential for 
the safe packaging and delivery of Meals on Wheels. In addition, 
the Foundation has sponsored Meals on Wheels costs multiple 
times throughout the year, ensuring our seniors continue to 
receive nutritious meals and caring connections. 
This gala was reminder of how one foundation’s generosity 
continues to nourish dignity, independence, and hope for the 
seniors we serve every day. 

Easter is upon us and coming quickly. 
This time of year, always brings back 
wonderful memories of family 
traditions and favorite recipes. One of 
my favorites was the “special Polish” 
from Piekutowski’s in St. Louis. And 
really… who didn’t look forward to the 
cheese potatoes and deviled eggs that 
showed up every single year? Those 
classics are still on my menu this 
Sunday, and I wouldn’t have it any 
other way. 

This month we also celebrated the Sandra M. Bereitschaft 
Foundation Dinner, and I want to give a big thank-you to Marlou 
Eckert and Karen Witte, who did a fantastic job organizing the 
evening. Everything was wonderful—and I have to say, the cake 
was especially memorable! 
I also made a trip over to Freeburg High School for the FFA Pork 
Chop Dinner. I saw many seniors I recognized, which always 
makes my heart happy, and the pork chops were delicious. They 
sure know how to do it right. 
The Lowe’s remodeling project at the Senior Center has truly 
been over the top. We are a completely different building now, 
and the additional storage spaces are incredible. At the moment 
we’re renting extra storage, but I keep thinking how nice it 
would be to have a shed like the one at Millstadt VFW. I’ve 
applied for another year of the Lowe’s Community Grant, and 
I’m hopeful we can stay in their program for a long time. We 
absolutely love the new flooring, freshly painted walls, and the 
new cabinets upstairs, they look great and provide much-needed 
space. Still to come are new window shades, and I’m looking for 
volunteers to help wash walls upstairs. If you have a little free 
time, please let me know—we’d love the help. 
We enjoyed a visit from the Millstadt Police Department this 
month during lunch. We always appreciate their time and enjoy 
visiting them. 
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Chief Alan Hucke gives a 
monthly update for 

Millstadt. 

Millstadt Police Join 
Seniors For Lunch And 
Community Update 
The seniors at the Millstadt 
Senior Center enjoyed a 
special visit during lunch on 
Tuesday, March 3, when 
members of the Millstadt 
Police Department stopped 
by to spend time with the 
group and share an update 
on what has been 
happening in the 
community. 
Joining the seniors were 
Police Chief Alan Hucke, Lt. 
Adam Romero, Officer Corey 
Kraus, and Police Explorer 
Maddie Collins. Maddie is 
currently completing a three-week community service project as a 
student from Gibault Catholic High School. 
During the visit, Chief Hucke spoke with the seniors about recent 
activity in Millstadt over the past month. He reported that the 
department has made several DUI and drug-related arrests. The 
Millstadt Police continue to be very diligent in their work to keep 
crime under control and ensure that our small community remains a 
safe place to live. 
Chief Hucke also reminded the seniors to stay alert for scam 
attempts, which unfortunately continue to target older adults. He 
encouraged everyone to be cautious about suspicious phone calls, 
emails, or requests for money and to contact the police department 
if they ever feel unsure about a situation. 
The seniors appreciated the opportunity to visit with the officers, 
enjoy lunch together, and hear firsthand about the work being done 
to keep Millstadt a safe and welcoming community. 

Police visit (L-R) Lt. Adam Romero, Chief Alan Hucke,  Officer 
Corey Kraus and Explorer Maddie Collins. 

AARP Tax Volunteers 
Saving Seniors Thousands 
The AARP Tax-Aide Program is once again making a big 
difference for local seniors by offering free tax preparation at 
Millstadt Township Senior Services. 
Last year, the dedicated volunteer team prepared 264 tax 
returns for area seniors. By providing this valuable service at no 
cost, they saved seniors an estimated $72,600 in tax preparation 
fees. For many older adults living on fixed incomes, that kind of 
savings makes a real difference. 
Leading the effort again this year is volunteer coordinator 
Carmen Perkins, along with her team of trained tax preparers. 
The group has been busy meeting with seniors, answering 
questions, and helping them complete their returns accurately 
and on time. 
Thanks to the steady demand for appointments, the AARP team 
is on track to prepare even more returns this year than they did 
last year, continuing their mission of helping seniors keep more 
of their hard-earned money. 
Millstadt Township Senior Services is grateful to the AARP 
volunteers who give their time and expertise to support the 
community each tax season. Their commitment helps ensure 
that seniors receive the assistance they need in a friendly and 
welcoming environment. 

(L-R) Lynn Mersinger of Millstadt, Deborah Davis of Caseyville 
and Linda Moore of Cahokia are waiting for their taxes to be 
prepared. 

(L-R) Stephanie Sams, Tammy Ripperda and Jean Hasenstab  
preparing to start greeting clients.   

Dr. Sasha addresses 
attendees at the 
Millstadt Senior 
Center with an 
informative talk on 
Type 1 diabetes, 
helping seniors better 
understand the 
condition, its 
management, and 
daily impact. 
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A Tradition That Brings 
Smiles 
One of the most heartwarming 
traditions at the Millstadt Senior 
Center comes courtesy of Glen Zapf 
and Janet Zapf, who generously 
donate a festive gift basket for the 
Senior Center to raffle off each 
holiday. 
Glen and Janet do it all themselves. 
They thoughtfully shop for the 
items, gather fun and useful 
goodies, and arrange everything 
into a beautiful decorative basket. 
Each basket is unique, and the excitement builds as members 
look forward to seeing what surprises are tucked inside. 
So far this year, lucky winners have taken home baskets for 
Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter—and the year is far 
from over. Last year, Glen and Janet didn’t miss a single holiday, 
making their baskets something everyone came to look forward 
to. 
The raffle baskets have become a favorite tradition at the 
Center. Whether it’s sweet treats, seasonal décor, or special 
surprises, everyone loves the anticipation of winning and 
discovering what’s inside. 
A heartfelt thank you to Glen and Janet for their continued 
generosity, time, and thoughtfulness. Your kindness brings joy to 
our seniors and helps make every holiday a little more special.  

Glenn Zapf 
presents 
“Easter 
Basket” to 
Director 
Patty 
Evansco.  

Community Generosity 
Supports MOW 

Millstadt Township Senior 
Services recently received a 
much-needed donation that will 
directly support our Meals on 
Wheels program and the seniors 
we serve. 
Sister-in-Laws Cheryl Pierpoint of 
Millstadt and Renee St. Clair of 
Freeburg delivered a mega bag 
of Ziploc sandwich bags to the 
Senior Center. These bags are 
used daily to safely package 
bread for Meals on Wheels 
clients, making them an essential 
supply for our meal deliveries. 
This generous donation was 
made possible through The Way 
Church of Columbia, whose 
continued support helps ensure 
seniors receive nutritious meals 
with care and dignity. In addition 
to the sandwich bags, The Way 
Church also included a $100 

donation for meal tickets, which will help provide meals for 
individuals in need. 

A Helping Hand At Tax Time 
This year, Millstadt Senior Center was busier than ever during 
tax season—and that’s thanks to the incredible work of Carol 
Ashton. Carol coordinated tax appointments with AARP, 
scheduling nearly 300 clients through April 14, 2026. That’s 300 
neighbors who received help filing their federal and state 
income taxes—right here at the Millstadt Senior Center. 
This service continues to be a tremendous benefit for our 
community. Not only are taxes prepared and filed accurately, 
but many clients are seeing refunds processed in as little as 
seven days when using direct deposit. A helpful reminder: paper 
check refunds now take much longer to arrive, and beginning 
next year, all refunds will be issued by direct deposit only—
paper checks will no longer be available. 
Best of all, there is no charge for having your taxes prepared at 
the Senior Center. This truly is a great deal. We’ve heard from 
several people who went elsewhere and paid up to $200 for a 
simple return. That’s money that can stay in your pocket. 
If you haven’t taken advantage of this service yet, we encourage 
you to call us next year to schedule your tax appointment. We’re 
happy to help—and happy to help you save. 

Carol Ashton holds 
the appointment book 
for AARP Income Tax 
Assistance at the 
Millstadt Senior 
Center, where she 
coordinated hundreds 
of tax appointments 
for seniors this year.  

AgeSmart Specialist Visits 
Millstadt Senior Center 
The Millstadt Senior Center 
welcomes Tabitha May, an 
Information and Assistance 
Specialist from AgeSmart, 
who visits the Center once 
a month to help seniors 
navigate important benefit 
programs. 
During her visits, Tabitha 
assists clients with LIHEAP 
(Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program) 
applications and provides 
guidance with Medicare-
related questions, including 
understanding coverage 
options and addressing 
concerns that often feel 
overwhelming to manage 
alone. Her one-on-one 
support helps ensure seniors receive accurate information and 
access the benefits they may be eligible for. 
These monthly appointments are a valuable resource for our 
community, offering personalized assistance right here at the 
Senior Center in a familiar setting. Whether you need help with 
utility assistance, Medicare enrollment, or simply have questions 
about available programs, Tabitha is here to help. 
If you are interested in scheduling an appointment during 
Tabitha May’s next visit, please call (618) 476-3731 to reserve 
your spot. Appointments are required, and we encourage 
anyone who may benefit from these services to take advantage 
of this helpful opportunity. 
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Seniors Helping Seniors—Across Generations  

Drew Hagedorn, Joe Whitworth and Josh Lanham serving food 
while their school Adviser Haley Kovarik . 

This spring, the Millstadt Senior Center had the pleasure of welcoming three outstanding seniors—Drew Hagedorn, Joe Whitworth, and 
Josh Lanham—from Gibault Catholic High School in Waterloo. The young men spent three weeks of their senior year volunteering at 
the Millstadt Senior Center, and their help made a real difference. 
During their time with us, Drew, Joe, and Josh jumped right in. They assisted with preparing and delivering Meals on Wheels, helped in 
the dining room serving lunch and cleaning up, and even kept everyone smiling by calling the Bingo games. They also tackled some of 
the tougher jobs, including organizing and moving heavy boxes in the storage closets that are always appreciated. 
Beyond the help they provided, the joy they brought was just as meaningful. It was truly a pleasure having these high school students 
here, and our seniors genuinely enjoyed their company and enthusiasm. 
Throughout the year, the Senior Center regularly hosts youth volunteers. Patty Evansco, Director, believes that welcoming young 
people into the Center creates valuable intergenerational opportunities while teaching youth the importance—and the good feeling—
that comes from helping others. 
There will always be room for our youth to lend a hand at the Millstadt Senior Center, and we are grateful to Drew, Joe, and Josh for 
the time, energy, and kindness they shared with our seniors. 

Gibault Senior Joe Whitworth trying to get in the card game with 
Rudy, Nellie and Fred. 

Gibault Seniors Joe Whitworth and Josh Lanham help Volunteer 
Susan Sager getting ready for her Meals on Wheels route. 

Drew Hagedorn counting how many breads and desserts to pack 
for their route.  


