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A Remodel Made Possible 
By Community And Lowe’s 
Millstadt Senior Center has recently been the proud recipient of 
a grant award for a major remodel made possible through the 
generosity of several Lowe’s stores. This project has truly been a 
wonderful experience from start to finish. The Lowe’s managers, 
personnel, and volunteers who stepped in to help have been 
nothing short of incredible. 
If you haven’t been inside the Senior Center lately, you may 
hardly recognize it. Beyond the physical updates, Lowe’s teams 
shared valuable lessons in management, teamwork, 
organization, and people skills—gifts that will continue to 
benefit the Center well into the future. The Center was painted a 
calming shade of blue that promotes peace and relaxation, and 
the new vinyl flooring has given the entire building a clean, 
modern, and refreshed look. 
One evening before the flooring 
installation, a delivery arrived on 
the porch of the Senior Center—
more than 50 long, heavy boxes 
of flooring that needed to be 
carried inside. Faced with the 
situation and no immediate help 
in sight, I reached out to Mark 
Todd, a member of the Senior 
Center Executive Board. Mark 
told me to give him a minute. 
True to his word, he called back 
almost immediately to say help was on the way. 
Monday evening happened to be a fire department meeting. 

Mark, a firefighter himself, called 
his fellow firefighters, 
and within minutes 
he arrived with his 
crew of Jordan 
Gomric, Nat Noerper 
and Robbie 
Wolfmeier. Soon 
after, Ray Dressler, 
son of Senior Center 
staff member Sandy, 
also showed up and 
offered to help. In 
less than 30 minutes, 
every box of flooring 
was safely inside the 

building. Within 48 hours, the new flooring was installed both 
downstairs and upstairs—and it looks absolutely beautiful. 
This project is a perfect example of what happens when 
community, volunteers, and partners like Lowe’s come together. 
With gratitude for everyone who lent a hand, the Senior Center 
now looks ahead—because with one project complete, it’s time 
to move on to the next one: the bathrooms. 
Thank you to Lowe’s, our volunteers, and our community for 
making this transformation possible. 

If Millstadt had a motto, it might be 
“not much changes around here.” 
With a town of about 4,000 and little 
growth over the years, we tend to 
notice when anything is different. And 
lately, change seems to be popping up 
everywhere—especially at the 
Millstadt Senior Center. 
First, let’s start close to home. The 
Senior Center has been going through 
an exciting remodeling process thanks 
to the generosity of Lowe’s. The 
changes are hard to miss: fresh paint, 

new floors, new ceiling fans, new bookshelves, and a beautifully 
updated bathroom complete with new paint and new stalls. 
We’ve added three new bulletin boards and are getting ready to 
hang new pictures to make the space feel warm, welcoming, and 
truly ours. You may hardly recognize the place—and that’s a 
good thing. 
Of course, remodeling always comes with surprises. During 
bathroom wall repairs, our painter discovered a pretty serious 
draft caused by a crack that goes all the way through to the 
outside walls. While it’s patchable for now, it’s something we’ll 
need to keep an eye on. Let’s all hope for warmer weather 
soon—on several levels. 
Change is also happening with our people. We are saying a 
bittersweet goodbye to Meli, our van driver, who has taken a 
new job. While we’ll miss seeing her every day, she has 
promised to come back once a month to call Bingo, so this is 
more of a “see you later” than a goodbye. At the same time, we 
are in the process of hiring a new driver who will also serve as a 
Volunteer Coordinator. 
And that role couldn’t come at a better time. Our volunteer pool 
is growing, and we want to be sure volunteers feel appreciated, 
well-trained, and excited to be here. Having someone dedicated 
to scheduling, training, and supporting volunteers will help 
ensure that volunteering at the Senior Center is a positive, fun, 
and rewarding experience—for everyone involved. 
Not all changes are serious ones. Some are just for fun. For 
example, we’ve decided we may be listening to a little too much 
old country music lately. While we love the classics, we’re 
starting to think it might be making people a bit sad. In February, 
we’re going to try some fresher, peppier music and see if it lifts 
spirits—and maybe a few feet for dancing. 
February will also bring Dolly Parton Day, and yes, the Director is 
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Celebrating Community, 
Service, & Pride At Millstadt 
Chamber Annual Meeting 
Millstadt’s strong sense of community was on full display at the 
Millstadt Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting on Wednesday 
January 21, 2026, held at the newly renovated Millstadt VFW 
Post 7980. The updated VFW provided a beautiful and 
welcoming setting, made even more special by Chamber 
members who volunteered their time and talents to help 
decorate the space and showcase this important community 
asset. 
Chamber President Heather Erwin welcomed guests and 
reflected on the many events the Chamber hosted over the past 
year, as well as the exciting completion of the revitalization 
project at the Millstadt VFW. The evening was a true celebration 
of teamwork, local pride, and dedication to the Village of 
Millstadt. 
One of the highlights of the evening was the presentation of the 
2025 Millstadt Community Person of the Year Award to Millstadt 
Union Fire Department Chief Kurt Pellmann. Presented by 
Heather Erwin, the award recognized Chief Pellmann’s 29 years 
of leadership, his unwavering commitment to volunteer 
firefighters, and his passion for keeping Millstadt safe. This 
honor not only reflects his leadership but also his pride in 
serving the community he calls home. 
The Millstadt Historical Society also presented its Millstadt 
Landmark Award to Illinois State Representative Kevin Schmidt 
and his wife, Laura Schmidt, recognizing their contributions and 
connection to the community. 
Mayor Todd shared updates on recent upgrades throughout 
Millstadt and offered an optimistic outlook for the year ahead, 
highlighting continued growth and improvements within the 
village. 
The Chamber also recognized additional outstanding community 
members and organizations: 
• Millstadt Business of the Year was awarded to the Millstadt 

VFW Post 7980, accepted by Commander Mick Cohagen and 
Quartermaster Tammy Stroup, for their efforts in revitalizing 
the VFW as a key gathering place and for their continued 
dedication to Millstadt’s veterans. 

• The Millstadt Legacy Award was presented posthumously to 
Larry Schubert, whose lasting kindness, perseverance, and 
presence left an enduring mark on the community. The award 
was accepted by his wife, Mabel Schubert, and son, Bryan 
Schubert. 

The evening concluded with heartfelt thanks to the Millstadt 
VFW for hosting, Roy-el Catering for a wonderful dinner, and 
Kayla Beyer of Rae and James LLC for creating a beautiful, 
patriotic backdrop that perfectly set the scene. 
Events like this remind us that everything the Chamber 
accomplishes is made possible through the participation and 
support of local businesses and residents. Thank you to 
everyone who attended and continues to make Millstadt such a 
special place to live. Happy Birthday, America! 

Laura Schmidt accepts the Millstadt Landmark Award on behalf 
of her husband, Illinois State Representative Kevin Schmidt and 
herself. 

Millstadt Union Fire Department Chief Kurt Pellmann accepting 
the 2025 Millstadt Community Person of the Year Award to 
presented by Chamber President Heather Erwin and Treasurer 
AJ Scharf. 

Millstadt Business of the Year was accepted by Commander 
Mick Cohagen and Quartermaster Tammy Stroup presented by 
Chamber President Heather Erwin and Director Jennifer Estes. 

Millstadt 
Chamber 

2026  
Awardees 

The Millstadt Legacy Award given in honor of Larry Schubert was 
accepted by his wife, Mabel Schubert, son, Bryan Schubert, and 
daughter Angie Schubert Jones along with her husband Barry 
Jones, and daughter Christie Schubert Schueler. 
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Patty 

SAVE THE DATE  

Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026 
11 AM Til 2PM  

Millstadt Senior Center 
Pork Steaks-Brats-Pulled 

Pork 
1/4 Chicken   

currently searching for the perfect outfit. After that comes 
Valentine’s Day, when the 4th graders and teachers from St. 
James will join us to help in the kitchen and call Bingo. If any 
grandparents would like to come along and help, we would 
love to have you—it’s always special when generations come 
together. 
And just when we catch our breath, February keeps rolling: 
Mardi Gras, Ash Wednesday, and suddenly we ask ourselves, 
what are we giving up for Lent? Before we know it, the last 
week of February will be here, and March will be knocking on 
the door. Honestly, we may need to ask this year to slow down 
just a bit. 
Even in a town where “nothing much happens,” life keeps 
moving—sometimes faster than we expect. And through it all, 
the Millstadt Senior Center continues to be a place of 
connection, laughter, music (new and old), and community. 
Change or no change, that part stays the same.  

Below The Tower 
(Continued from page 1) 

Volunteers Needed 
If you have just a few hours to help on a worthwhile cause, 
please consider volunteering your time for the BBQ event 
to benefit the Senior Center on February 14.  Help is 
needed at the food lines and to package the orders. 
Donations of baked goods are also welcome.  Please call 
476-3731 if you have a few hours on February 14 to 
volunteer.  Volunteers are needed from about 9:00 am to 
2:30 pm.  Help make this year’s BBQ a huge success.  
Contact Patty Evansco @(618) 779-2994 to help. 

WANTED! 

Cookies 
Brownies 

Cakes & Pies 
 

For the Annual 
BBQ 

Saturday, Feb. 14th 
 

Baked Items May Be Left At The Community 
Center on Saturday Morning, Feb. 14th. 

Thank You All For Your Donations. 
Please Call Patty At 618-476-3731 

Love Is In The Air… And So 
Is The Smell Of BBQ!  
Join Us For Our Valentine’s 
Day Fundraiser 
Millstadt Township Senior Services invites you to join us 
for one of our most anticipated events of the year — our 
BBQ Fundraiser and Bake Sale on Saturday, February 
14th! This delicious day is not only a community favorite, 
but it is also an important fundraiser that helps support 
the many programs and services we provide to local 
seniors. 
This year, your patronage is especially important. Like 
many organizations, our costs have increased considerably 
since last year, and fundraisers such as 
this one help us continue serving meals, 
providing transportation, and offering 
vital support to seniors throughout our 
community. 
Our Bake Sale is always a huge hit, 
thanks to the generosity and talent of 
our amazing bakers. This year our goal is 
to raise $1,000 from homemade 
pastries, pies, and cakes. And let’s be honest — the 
homemade cream puffs steal the show every single time! 
They are consistently our biggest seller and a favorite of 
the crowd. 
If you are able to donate baked goods, we would truly 
appreciate it. Please bring your homemade treats to the 
Senior Center: 
• Friday, February 13, before 4:00 PM, or 
• Saturday, February 14, before 11:00 AM 
Every pie, cake, cookie, and cream puff makes a difference 
— and every purchase helps us continue caring for our 
seniors. 
If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please feel free to call Patty at (618) 476-3731. 
Thank you for your continued support, generosity, and for 
being such an important part of the Millstadt Township 
Senior Services family.  
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Notary Sevices Are Provided 

Free  At The Senior Center 

A Streaming Surprise From 
Hoffen Funeral Home 
Millstadt Senior Center would like to extend a heartfelt thank you 
to Elle Heiligenstein, owner of Hoffen 
Funeral Home, for her thoughtful and 
timely donation of a new Fire Stick for 
the Senior Center. 
During recent facility updates made 
possible through a Lowe’s grant, Elle 
learned that the Senior Center’s Fire 
Stick was no longer working. Without 
hesitation, she stepped in and 
immediately purchased a new one to 
ensure our seniors could  enjoy shared 
activities and entertainment. 
Thanks to her generosity, the Senior 
Center is looking forward to hosting 
movie afternoons complete with 
popcorn, creating another opportunity 
for social connection and fun for our 
participants. Acts of kindness like this remind us how strong 
community support helps enhance the daily experiences of our 
seniors. 
Thank you to Elle Heiligenstein and Hoffen Funeral Home for 
supporting Millstadt Senior Center and helping bring a little extra 
joy to our days. 

Stitches That Supports 
Our Seniors 
Millstadt Senior Center is grateful 
to Judy Karcher of Millstadt for 
her generous donation of a 
beautiful baby quilt top, which 
will be completed and featured in 
an upcoming quilt raffle. 
Donations like this play an 
important role in supporting the 
Center’s meal programs and 
activities for older adults. 
The Senior Center is fortunate to 
have a small but dedicated group 
of quilters who work very hard 
throughout the year. Their talent, 
time, and generosity have made 
a lasting impact. Through quilt 
raffles alone, these volunteers 
have raised more than $15,000 
to help support the meal 
program. 
Over the past 15 years, the need for services has grown 
significantly. Annual meal expenses have increased from 
$200,000 to $608,629, while the number of meals served has 
grown from 7,700 meals to 46,480 senior meals last year. This 
growth reflects both rising costs and an increasing number of 
seniors relying on the Center for nutritious meals and 
connection. 
We are deeply thankful for donors like Judy Karcher, our 
hardworking quilters, and all of our financial supporters and 
volunteers. Their continued support helps ensure that Millstadt 
seniors receive the meals, care, and community they deserve. 

A Successful Lunch Out 
and a MOWs Connection 
Sometimes the best community connections happen when you least 
expect them. That was the case when Director Patty Evansco took a 
quick trip across the street to Breadeaux Pizza for lunch and happened 
to run into Roger and Dorene Rist enjoying a midday meal. 
Spotting familiar faces in the middle of the day always gets Patty’s 
Meals on Wheels radar going. After a friendly, nonchalant hello and a 
bit of small talk, the conversation naturally turned to the big question—
are you both retired now? Once that was confirmed, Patty saw the 
perfect opportunity. 
She casually shared how the Meals on Wheels program is always 
grateful for substitute drivers to help out occasionally. There’s no big 
commitment required—unless someone wants a regular route on the 
same day each week. Even occasional help is appreciated, and seniors 
are always excited to see friendly, familiar faces when drivers are 
available. 
Roger and Dorene both grew up in Millstadt, and Dorene is a Dohrman, 
the daughter of the late Lucille Dohrman—names well known and 
respected in our community. The conversation flowed easily, and 
before Patty left, she had their telephone number in hand. 
Another reminder that sometimes all it takes is lunch, a little 
conversation, and a shared love for Millstadt to strengthen our 
volunteer family. All in all, it was a very successful lunch out for 
Millstadt Township Senior Services.   

Roger and Dorene Rist having lunch at Breadeaux Buffet.  

A Special Birthday 
Celebration For Linda Blair 
Linda Blair recently celebrated her birthday with a delightful 
dinner at Mariachi’s in Millstadt, sharing the evening with her 
good friend Marcia Brough-Johnston. The two enjoyed great 
food, warm conversation, and plenty of laughter in the 
comfortable, familiar setting of one of Millstadt’s favorite 

gathering spots. 
Adding to the special 
nature of the evening is 
the close family 
connection the two 
women share. Linda and 
Marcia are not only 

friends, but they also share grandchildren, as Marcia’s daughter 
Shauna is married to Linda’s son Tim. That unique bond made 
the birthday dinner even more meaningful, blending friendship 
and family into one joyful celebration. 
It was a wonderful way to honor Linda on her birthday—
surrounded by love, shared stories, and the special connection 
that comes from both friendship and family. We wish Linda Blair 
a very happy birthday and many more celebrations filled with 
good health, happiness, and time spent with those she loves. 


